*   SOCIETY   *

provided they had power, wealth, and fashion.' She
knew no crime except a woman not living with her
husband; that was past pardon. As long as his presence
sanctioned her conduct, however shameless, it did not
signify; but if the husband were a brute, neglected his
wife first, then deserted her; then if a breath but sullied
her name, she must be crushed; unless indeed her own
family were very powerful, which makes a difference,
and sometimes softens immorality into indiscretion.

Here are her views on patronage:

'People get into Parliament to get on; their aims are
indefinite. If they have indulged in hallucination about
place before they enter the House they are soon freed
from such distempered fancies; they find they have no
more talent than other people, and if they had, they
learn that power, patronage and pay are reserved for us
and our friends.

'Well then, like practical men, they look to some
result, and they get it. They are asked out to dinner
more than they would be, they move rigmarole resolu-
tions at nonsensical public meetings; and they get in-
vited with their woman to assemblies at their leaders,
and where they see stars and blue ribbons, and above all,
us, who they little think, in appearing on such occasions,
make the greatest conceivable sacrifice. . . . Ask them
to a ball, and they will give you their votes; invite them
to a dinner, and, if necessary, they will rescind them;
but cultivate them, remember their wives at assemblies,
and call their daughters if possible by their right names;
and they will not only change their principles or desert
their party for you, but subscribe their fortunes, if neces-
sary, and lay down their lives in your service/

By the time Lady Jersey appears as Zenobia, her por-
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